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DODDINGHURST PARISH COUNCIL 

January 2007 

Preface 

This ôVillage Reviewõ booklet aims to inform readers about the village, record local problems and needs, set 

out an analysis of  any issues captured and to explain the options available to the Council to tackle them. In 

order to obtain feedback from residents an appraisal has been conducted using a questionnaire delivered to 

all households. The questionnaire sought to identify what local people considered ôneeded to be doneõ, thus 

enabling the community to express what it wants from our Village in the future. Although the Council alone 

may not be able to provide a solution to all the problems of  the Village it will hopefully have captured the 

main concerns of  residents and shared them with agents for change who can assist us achieve the shared 

goals. As a result it will demonstrate that you, as a community, do have a say on how this village progresses. 

In planning for the future, the Council places great importance on the views of  the village community. We 

hope you find the report enjoyable to read as well as constructive. 

1. Doddinghurst: A Village Overview 

1.1 Location 

The village of  Doddinghurst is located four miles North of  Brentwood, in the County of  Essex.  

 

                        

  

The main railway to Stratford International and London Liverpool Street runs from Shenfield (20mins) and 

Brentwood stations. It is conveniently located near to junctions of  the M25/ A12 and M11. Nearby towns 

include Ongar and Chelmsford as well as the local major shopping centres Lakeside and Bluewater.  

The name Doddinghurst is of  Anglo-Saxon origin and means 'the wood of  Dudda or his people'. It is first 

recorded in the Doomsday book as 'Doddenhenc', but the modern form had evolved, with minor variations 

Doddinghurst 
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in spelling, by the 13th century. Although development has taken place at Doddinghurst, it is still very much 

a part of  rural and historic Essex. The greater part of  the land is given over to arable farming. 

 

         

 

1.2 Population 

In 2001, 2780 people lived in the Parish of  Doddinghurst. Figure 1 shows how this total breaks down by 

age group.  
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1.3 Household Composition 

Table 1: Household Composition, 2001  

     

Total Males   1374 

Total Females   1406 

Average Household Size  2.71 

     

Couples with no children  197 

Couples with dependent children  344 

Lone parents with dependent children 32 

All pensioner family households  99 

     

One person households including pensioners 199 

Lone parents in Full Time Occupation 10 

Lone parents in Part Time Occupation 5 

Households with dependent children and no 28 

adult in employment    

Households with 1 or more persons in 296 

long Term Illness    

1.4 Types of  Dwelling 

¶ Rural Farming community 

There are eighteen working farms in the area and the whole village is surrounded by Metropolitan Green 

Belt.                                              

 

¶ Wartime development ð Shacks 

The war years saw a piecemeal development of òshacksó which were small cottages, often built by 

people looking for a retreat from the east end of London and, by todayõs standard, occupying large plots 

where they could be self  sufficient. 

 

 


