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Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Doddinghurst held on Thursday, 
16th April 2009, in the Parish Room, Church Lane, Doddinghurst. 

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 

Present:- Clr Dicker (Chairman)  and  2 members of the public including those presenting 
reports as below. 
 
Apologies from County Clr Ann Naylor  
 

     1. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 17th April 2007 
 Approved and signed 
 
     2. Matters arising from the Minutes. 
 None 
 
     3. Reviews of 2007/08 from : 
  

(a) Chairman of the Parish Council - Clr Mrs Debbie Dicker ς please see the attached 
report. 
(b) Village Hall & Doddinghurst Olympic Football Club - Mr Gary Waplington. ς please 
see the attached report presented in person.  
(c) Brentwood Borough Council - Clr Keith Parker ς no report. 

 (d) Essex County Council - Clr Ann Naylor, asked for the following to be read: 
 
 άI do my best to represent the Parish Council and individual residents at County Level . I 

regularly attend the Parish Council and keep in close contact with the Parish Council Chairman 

through the excellent Parish Clerk.  I also keep in close contact with your Borough CouncillorsΦέ 
 
 (e) All Saints Church ς  Rev Gill Frith ς no report. 

(f)  Doddinghurst Infants School ς Mrs Sheila Lewin ς please see attached written 
report. 
(g)  Doddinghurst C of E (VC) Junior School ς Mrs Margaret Cooper - please see 
attached report presented by Clr Alan Smith as Chairman of the School Governors. 
(h) Dagwood Trust - Mr Tony Woodford ς see written report. 

 
    4. Matters raised by electors at the meeting. 

 
 
The Chairman thanked those present for their attendance and closed the meeting at 
20.15. 

 

 

 

Signed: .....................................................    Dated.................April 2010 



Page | 2 
 

Chairmanôs Annual Report for 2008/09 
 

Dear Resident, 

I am writing to you again informing you of the work carried out during the last year, together with our 

future plans for the village that we hope to complete during 2009/2010. 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿe hope there will be no more 

vandalism, e.g. fires, broken steps etc.  We know how much the younger children enjoy their 

playground.  The football net that was that was requested by some young people and very much 

enjoyed by all, was damaged and was unusable.  The football club who installed the kicking goal have 

repaired it and put it up again.  The last planting for the nature trail will soon take place.  The Council 

has once again discussed the area outside the shops, but with the financial constraints on us all we have 

decided it would be too expensive to go forward with our plans for this area ς the snowballing incident 

and Church Lane damage has been investigated and arrests made. 

The Council still carries out its normal work; litter clearing, grass cutting, lighting along the scout path, 

safety checks on the playground and all other items in the village that we are responsible for. 

The increase in car parking on our grass verges is upsetting, there really is no need for this as most 

people have paved their house fronts and could easily use them for parking.  If we all care about our 

village, then we would keep our grass verges in good order.  In addition, there are some places where 

parking on the road creates unnecessary hazards.  It would not take much effort to park safely without 

obstructing the pavements or limiting visibility.   

As you may be aware we now have 30 mph speed limits across the village and there are volunteer 

residents who carry out speed checks along our roads.  Unfortunately, it is mainly Doddinghurst people 

who are caught speeding. 

The Council is looking into ways of helping the Village Hall and Priest House with their refurbishment 

plans.  We have tried to help residents with a Parish Council surgery and a CAB day, neither of these 

have been used, but we will persevere.  We were disappointed with the lack of interest from residents 

coming forward to become new Parish Councillors.  We were lucky that most of the Parish Councillors 

decided to stay, which meant only finding two.  We will continue to inform residents of our work, and 

look forward to seeing you at our normal PC meetings on the first Thursday of the month.  Please keep  

a lookout for forthcoming events throughout the year that we hope to organise. 

A list of future work to be carried out, together with the money needed to be spent on these projects is 

available for your perusal.  Unfortunately we have had to increase our precept as we are losing 50% of 

our funding from Brentwood Borough council over a five year period.  This ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǳǎ 

to continue the work we have to do. 

With best wishes, 

Debbie Dicker 

Debbie Dicker - Chairman 
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